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YOU HELPED A SYRIAN 
REFUGEE FIND AN

ARTISTIC
REFUGE

Through your support, we presented a staged reading of 
Iranian refugee and playwright Mehdi Moradpour’s Pure 
Land.

Because of you, refugees and immigrants have a 
space at Silk Road Rising to tell their stories, explore 
their heritage, and reflect on Americanness. 

Pure Land traces the story of a pregnant refugee 
seeking asylum amid crippling bureaucracy 
and crumbling relationships.

Our director Sami Ismat, a Syrian refugee, understands 
this story all too well. He explains, “Seeking asylum is a 
long, bureaucratic process that involves intensive vetting. 
The recent demonization of refugees only exacerbates the 
anxiety of an already difficult experience.”

Every minute, twenty people worldwide are displaced 
from their homes, abandoning their lives, memories, and 
belongings. As refugees, many find themselves strangers 
in countries where they have become scapegoats of 
divisive politics, fear, and recriminations.

“As a Syrian refugee, I can confidently 
say I found ‘belonging’ in different places 
— Silk Road Rising feels like an artistic 
home to me.”

Stories produced with your support give the larger 
community windows into experiences that help them 
better understand their neighbors and themselves.

Director Sami Ismat is familiar with the story of Pure Land. A Syrian 
Refugee himself, he knows about the challenges of seeking asylum.

LIVE THEATRE

— Sami Ismat
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Silk Road Rising is forming partnerships with three 
Chicago theatres to select and co-produce plays written 
by Silk Road-heritage writers.

These partnerships are the next step in our 
institutional commitment to lead the way for 
Chicago theatres to become more inclusive and to 
represent the true diversity of the city’s artistic talent.

There are more than a million and a half 
Chicagoans who can trace their heritage to places 
along the historic Silk Road — from Eastern and 
Southern Asia to North Africa and the Middle East.

For too long, Silk Road Rising has been the only 
theater in the region that presents plays by and about 
Asian and Middle Eastern Americans. But thanks to 
your support, that is changing.

We’re tapping into our 15 years of successful 
programming to collaborate with three new partners 
to co-produce three plays over the next three 

years. We have agreements with Adventure Stage 
Chicago, Interrobang Theatre Project, and Stage 
Left Theatre, and more theaters are asking us about 
co-productions.

Writing about our new partnership, 
Adventure Stage’s Artistic Directors 
said “Today, the disenfranchised look 
different, but the need remains to provide 
transformational opportunities for 
new Americans.”

Thanks to your continuing investments, we 
will be able to diversify the programming of 
partnering theatres.

Co-productions pave the way toward a more 
inclusive and diverse arts community.

YOU’RE BRINGING SILK ROAD STORIES

TO MORE STAGES

COMMUNITY IMPACT
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and Malik Gillani (who has roots in Pakistan) to 
help develop a community arts aesthetic.

“We believe it is essential Silk 
Road Rising applies their expertise in 
West Ridge,” wrote the West Ridge 
Community Organization.

With your support we can bring hope, art, and 
community to West Ridge. As other communities 
tap into our knowledge, the power of our mission 
expands beyond our theatre’s walls.

Did you know Chicago’s West Ridge neighborhood 
is entirely without a theatre company? 

Despite covering a large swath of Chicago’s North 
Side and being among the most diverse neighbor-
hoods in the city — including the bustling Indian 
and Pakistani markets along Devon Avenue — 
West Ridge is an arts desert.

Through your help over the past 15 years, we’ve 
become recognized leaders in creating engaging 
arts programs. Recently, West Ridge Chamber 
of Commerce and the West Ridge Community 
Organization invited co-founders Jamil Khoury 

West Ridge is an arts desert. 
With your support, we can 
bring hope and art to this 
diverse community.

YOUR SUPPORT BRINGS

HOPE, ART
TO WEST RIDGE

COMMUNITY IMPACT



4

ARTS EDUCATION

“Traditional classrooms focus on 
mastering the English language, but fail 
to teach students how to communicate 
emotionally. EPIC fills this void.”

— Teaching artist Steph Vondel
Silk Road Rising’s education department continu-

ally strives to be inclusive and caring. Thanks to you, 
we are able to provide Chicago Public Schools with  
expanded programming and curriculum that meets 
the goals of its diverse student populations.

Students new to the US have rich and remarkable 
stories to tell. But frequently, they feel marginalized 
and excluded in school because they struggle to 
communicate in English, a foreign language for them.

Almost all of the enriching arts experiences offered 
in schools are delivered only in English, excluding 
these students.

You are helping students share their stories through 
EPIC (Empathic Playwriting Intensive Course), Silk 
Road Rising’s in-school arts learning program. EPIC 
guides middle and high school students to find their 
voices through a series of creativity exercises and 
playwriting lessons.

This spring, for the first time, the program 
has grown to include students who are English 
Language Learners (ELL).

With your support, we have added multilingual 
teaching artists to work with students who have 
limited proficiency with English.

THANKS TO YOU, STUDENTS CAN

EXPRESS THEMSELVES
CREATIVELY

Thanks to your gifts, students 
new to English are given a space 
to express themselves creatively 
with our arts learning program.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SILK ROAD RISING
Give online at www.SilkRoadRising.org/donate


